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Abstract 
 
 Soft power has been used by a lot of countries in this world right now including China, 
some scholars even believe that soft power is more effective than hard power sometimes as it 
seen to have more long term effect and benefit rather than hard power. Regarding the fact that 
China and Indonesia relationship has been getting closer each year and so China’s soft power has 
been affecting Indonesia as well in this recent years not only in economy matter but even more in 
a matter of culture, language, history and even to Chinese community who already lived in 
Indonesia for a long time. Therefore, this thesis purpose is to get to know better the impact of it 
toward Indonesia’s development and to Chinese community in Indonesia as well. 
 Method which was used in this thesis is Literature Based Research as primary research 
methodology for definition, concept and theory of soft power, and also for historical background. 
Quantitative analysis also used by giving questionnaire to 100 college students in Indonesia as 
random sample population and qualitative analysis by doing interview with 2 Professor who 
become the head Director of Mandarin Language Center at University of Al Azhar, Indonesia 
and as a secretary of Chinese Study major at Maranatha University, Indonesia. Author believe 
their perception will give a clear picture of the result of this thesis. 
 From the result of the interview and questionnaire, the impact of China’s soft power 
toward Indonesia’s development bring benefit to both countries. Indonesia get benefit for 
technology and infrastructure from China meanwhile China get reliable alliance and also trading 
partner for China’s future sake. This also bring benefits to Chinese community who lives in 
Indonesia as well. So generally speaking, this is a mutually beneficial relation for both countries. 
 
 
Keywords: Soft power, China - Indonesia Relation, Chinese community, Indonesia’s 
Development 
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摘要 
 
 
软实力已被包括中国在内的许多国家使用，有些学者甚至认为软实力在有些时候比
硬实力更加有效，因为相对于硬实力来说，软实力已被证明更具有长效性、收益性。说到
中国与印尼关系日益相近的事实，因此中国软实力不仅仅对印尼的经济有很大的影响，而
且对印尼的文化、语言、历史甚至是在印尼生活很长时间的华人有着深刻的影响。因此，
本论文的目的是进一步了解软实力对印尼发展以及印尼华人群体的影响。 
本论文所采用的研究方法是基于文献的研究对软实力的概念、理论还有历史背景进
行定义。在问卷调查中所采用的研究方法是定量分析，就是为 100名印尼大学生随机发放
调查问卷，并对其结果进行定量分析，同时还采访了两位在印尼工作的教授，一位是
AlAzhar大学中文部的主管，另一位是印尼 Maranatha大学中文系秘书。作者认为他们的
观点将会为论文提供清晰的展示。 
通过采访和问卷调查，中国软实力对印尼发展的影响为两国均带来了好处。印尼在
中国的影响下，科技和基础设施的建设都得到了发展，而中国也获得了盟国和贸易伙伴。
这同时也给印尼的华人群体带来了益处。总之，这是相互得益的关系。 
 
 
关键字：软实力,中国印尼关系, 华人群体, 印尼发展 
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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 Background 
 Power is the word that commonly heard in international relations, especially among 
nations in the political world. Power can be defined with many kind of definition like a control 
over resources, conquered another country by military forces or others also defined power as a 
developed technology or great economy that a country held and many else. However, after many 
years a lot of scholars in international relations believe that the concept and definition of power 
cannot be explained specifically because as the nations keep developing and so is the concept and 
definition of power.  
 Right now, there are many types of power in the world that is recognized by scholars in 
international relations as a tool or weapon that is used by nations. Each nations adopt a type of 
power that is suitable for them to get what they want for the sake of their own nation and on this 
thesis, I would like to explain about the types of power that is commonly recognized by the world 
right now and especially soft power because in the past, hard power is like the type of power or a 
form of foreign policy that most country used, but in this 21st century soft power also has emerged 
and increasing in this recent years according to some scholars, and like many other continent, Asia 
also start to adopt this strategy and a lot of Asian countries has implemented this strategy in this 
past years especially East Asia countries such as China, Japan and Korea. 
China is one of the major nation in Asia right now with fast improvement on economy and 
development side, and as a nation who has risen greatly in this recent years, some scholar like 
D.Shambaugh1 and Li Mingjiang2 believed that China has started to expand their influence on East 
Asia and also South East Asia with their soft power in the past decade. While relationship between 
China and ASEAN has boosted greatly, China also like to maintain their bilateral relationship with 
                                                          
1 David Shambaugh, “China Engages Asia: Reshaping the Regional Order,” International Security, Vol. 29, No. 3 
Winter 2004/05 
2 Li Mingjiang, “Domestic Sources of China’s Soft Power Approach”, China Security, Vol. 5, No. 2, p. 55-67 
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ASEAN countries such as Thailand, Singapore and including Indonesia, so the purpose of this 
research is to know how China use their soft power toward South East Asia, especially on this 
research is Indonesia. Also what is the impact of China’s soft power toward Indonesia’s 
development. Because bilateral relations between China and Indonesia also has improved recently, 
for example, Chinese language and cultural studies has been growing rapidly.  
 The rise of China as a major power in East Asia due to their economic growing power in 
this past years is recognized by the world right now. It is hard to ignore the fact that, like any other 
developed nations, China finally began to expand their influences to other regions with their 
power. As for right now, the world also has seen that China has use their soft power greatly in 
South East Asia, we can see from many relations that China has with ASEAN in this past decade, 
for example ASEAN Treaty of Amity and Cooperation, ACFTA (ASEAN-China Free Trade 
Agreement) which is also well known as the biggest free-trade area among developing countries, 
ASEAN + 3 (China, Japan and South Korea) and some of China – ASEAN cooperation in defense 
and security like joint training with armed forces, maritime security, and many others3. 
On this matter, many people in Indonesia especially businessman and policy makers 
believe that this is a positive opportunity for both countries and many Chinese people and 
community who lives in Indonesia also share the same view. So it is possible that the diplomatic 
relations between this 2 countries will expand more and become better in the future. In my opinion, 
I also believe that China’s soft power will not only bring benefit into China alone but for 
Indonesia’s development as well. So to support this research, after looking for some research 
toward China’s soft power, I also will do an analysis toward China – Indonesia relations that has 
been happening recently, and through that I hope we can have a clear vision about how much the 
impact of China’s soft power has toward Indonesia’s development. 
Therefore, I hope from this thesis we can know more about soft power politics in the world 
especially China’s soft power and I also hope it can aid some scholars who would like to know 
about China’s soft power in South East Asia especially in Indonesia. 
 
                                                          
3 Liu Lin. 2013. “The China – ASEAN Relationship Gets a New Boost”, IPI Global Observatory, 19 June 
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1.2 Theoretical Framework 
 This research will begin from history of power in international relations, as it is well 
known that power has been a major topic in international relations since many great scholars like 
Thucydides, Hans Morgenthau, Kenneth Waltz, Robert Gilpin and many others described power 
as a core concept especially in the terms of realist theories. However, author will not give detail 
explanation about the theories of power and only just explain a broad general concept and history 
of power in international politics, after that author will solely focus on soft power as a main theory 
that will be used in this research. 
 For the definition and concept of soft power, author will use theory of soft power by 
Joseph Nye, the first one who coined this term in 19904, as Nye defined soft power as “the ability 
to get what you want through attraction rather than coercion or payments”. Ever since then, this 
theory has captured the attention of many scholars in the world, and right now some scholars such 
as J.Kurlantzick5 and J.Kynge6 even J.Nye7 himself, also believed that China has adopted soft 
power as their major movement for this recent years to extend their influence. According to Nye, 
by attraction it also including such as country’s cultural heritage, political values, economic 
prosperity, technological innovation, smart diplomacy, and etc. So it means that a country not 
always have to use their military coercion or economic payments to gain what they want or to 
achieve its foreign policy. A country can still achieve its foreign policy goals with attraction and 
cooperation with others. With this kind of method, not only it can be more influential but also can 
avoids conflicts at the same time. In other words it also can be said, to achieve foreign policy goals 
is to be softly powerful. Like famous ancient Chinese strategist Sun Tzu said before, “The 
supreme art of war is to subdue the enemy without a war.”  
 
 
 
                                                          
4 Nye, Joseph S. Jr. 1991. Bound to Lead: The Changing Nature of American Power. NY: Basic Books, p.330 
5Kurlantzick J. 2007. Charm Offensive: How China’s Soft Power Is Transforming the World. New Haven & London: 
Yale University Press 
6Kynge J. 2007. China shakes the world: a titan’s rise and troubled future – and the challenge for America. NY: 
Mariner Books 
7 Nye, J. 2005. ‘The Rise of China’s Soft Power’, Wall Street Journal, 29 December. 
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1.3 Research Questions 
 The emergence of China and the increasing of soft power that is used by China in South 
East Asia already well known by the world, and on this thesis I want to look more into 
implementation of China’s soft power in Indonesia, which is one of the important country in South 
East Asia. As the title said, how does the impact of China’s soft power to Indonesia’s development? 
How does China’s soft power can affect Indonesia? In order to know that, first of all I will look 
for the clear definition and concept of different types of power and focus on soft power itself as 
national capability which many nations has adopted right now. After that I will focus more on 
China’s soft power and their relation to Indonesia’s situation on recent years and it will related to 
some of these questions, 
1. How much China devoted to their soft power to achieve their goal? 
2.  What kind of soft power’s that China is using right now in Indonesia and what China do to 
utilize it?  
3. How does the effect of it to Indonesia’s Foreign Policy? 
4. What is the role of some Chinese community in Indonesia? 
5. How is the impact of China’s soft power to Indonesian society in general? 
In order to know all of the major questions above, first we need to understand the broad concept 
and definition of power. After we get the broad idea of power then we will know the types of 
power and so after that we can focus on soft power itself. I will also look for some historical 
background about Chinese community in Indonesia so we can know about how and why they can 
give an impact into Indonesia’s Foreign Policy and development as well.  
 
1.4 Literature Review 
Between Hard Power and Soft Power 
 In international politics, in general power mostly define with 2 kinds which is hard power 
and soft power, the most famous soft power definition was first coined by Joseph Nye in the latest 
1980 as – “ability to affect others to get the outcomes one wants”8 in other words it can be said as 
                                                          
8Nye, J. S., 2009. Understanding International Conflicts. 7. ed. New York: Pearson. Pg. 61. 
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the ability to persuade others by attraction and so others can willingly follow our goals without any 
force or any coercion. It is undeniable that “hard power” like military and economic also essential 
part of the power and strength but as Nye also said that “carrots and sticks” is not enough to get 
what country wants, thus, soft power is needed to complete that gap. According to Nye, like what 
he wrote, 
 “Power is like love, easy to feel but hard to define. A basic distinction is between behavioral 
power, the ability to obtain outcomes you want, and resource power, or the possession of 
resources that are usually associated with the ability to get the outcomes that you want… 
Behavioral power, in turn, can be divided into hard and soft power… Soft power, on the 
other hand, is the ability to get desired outcomes because others want what you want, rather 
than do what you make them do. It is the ability to achieve desired outcomes through 
attraction rather than coercion.”9 
‘soft power’ can works with attractiveness of a nation’s way of life, culture and language, 
historical experience of the nations, even from entertainment and it is also “associated with 
intangible power resources such as culture, ideology, and institutions” (Nye, 2009, p.63).10 On his 
blog by David Ellwood (2014), right now plenty of people and institutions like Mandela, many 
universities, and even media in global words doing the same method. They are using soft power 
attraction as their product of services to the public.11 Regarding of further definition of hard power, 
it is more likely based on “carrot and sticks” as people commonly said, depending on the military 
and economic strength as their major power of the country. Wilson (2008) define hard power is 
based on military intervention, coercive diplomacy, and economic sanctions.12 Example of hard 
power can be seen within the case of German invasion into Poland in 1939, it explained the hard 
power that German used against Poland at that time.13 
 As good as it is, of course not all nations can demonstrating soft power in their foreign 
policy, Heywood (2011)stated that the accessibility and capability of power resources on a country 
can decide the effectiveness of hard and soft power approaches. For example like USA or Russia 
                                                          
9 Nye, J. 1999. “Soft Sells – and Wins,” The Strait Times, January 10 
10Nye, J. S., 2009. Understanding International Conflicts. 7. ed. New York: Pearson. Pg. 63. 
11 Ellwood, D., 2014. ‘Soft Power’ and the politics of influence. Oxford University Press’s Blog: January 9th 
12Wilson, E. J., 2008. Hard Power, Soft Power, Smart Power. ANNALS of the American Academy of Political and 
Social Sciences, Issue 616, pp. 110-124. 
13 Wagner, J-P. N. E.,The Effectiveness of Soft & Hard Power in Contemporary International Relations. E-
International Relations Students, University of Dundee: March 2014. 
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or another big countries that have a huge national income and have a strong economic can be able 
to have a strong military forces and therefore those countries can put other states under pressure 
either military or economically, and logically it is hard for smaller states to do the same.14 Thus, to 
fulfill their weaknesses, smaller states usually maximizing their ability to build soft power because 
soft power resources not so dependent on the size of a state (cf. Nye, 2004, pp. 111-112; and 
Leonard, 2002, p.53). Still on the discussion of source power on soft power, Heng (2010) see this 
matter on a different point of view. He compared Japanese and Chinese soft power strategies to 
explain his point of view about the resources of soft power. He used the case of Japan’s war 
history is the one that forms the main limitation of their soft power, meanwhile China’s using its 
“competitive state-led model and its authoritarian political system” to fulfill and maximizing their 
soft power potential (ibid., pg. 300).15 So according to his explanation, a country’s historical and 
societal system can decide the strength and effectiveness of soft power. 
 The other important factor that cannot be ignored is about time consuming between hard 
power and soft power. Basically soft power take longer time to build rather than hard power, but 
the outcome also different, while hard power’s result mostly is an immediate result but only on 
short-term effect. On the other part, soft power might need longer time to be build but once it 
complete, the attraction toward another country can have a long-term effect as a result. Some 
scholars believe this is because hard power use forces meanwhile soft power use attraction to 
make others do or act willingly. One of the scholar who focus on this thing is Gallarotti (2011), he 
also believes that this reason is what makes soft power result take a long-term duration compare to 
hard power16.  
 One cannot say which one better between hard power and soft power because as we can 
see both have their own advantages, and needless to say that a country need both power to be 
balance. In order to see the balance between hard power and soft power, in this past decade a term 
of “smart power” becoming more popular. One of the famous scholar that has been well known 
for his term of soft power, Dr. Joseph Nye(2009),developed this term first time at 2003 to counter 
the misperception of his previous term, soft power, that soft power alone can be an effective 
                                                          
14Ibid 
15Ibid 
16Gallarotti, G., 2011. Soft Power: what it is, it’s importance, and the conditions for its effective use. Journal of 
Political Power, 4(1), pp. 25-47. 
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foreign policy. To counter that misperception, Nye developed another term which is called “smart 
power” which is he believes that by combining hard and soft power will become more effective 
strategy.17 He stated that soft power alone or hard power alone is not enough, in this era of 
globalization he agreed of Campbell and O’Hanlon’s solution about combining the hard power 
and globalist approaches, and as Nye likes to say it with his term, “smart power”. Nye gives an 
example like a battle against terrorism nowadays, the world need to fight against it with deterrence, 
military but also persuasion, patience and attraction is needed in the battle.18 Another scholar, 
Wilson (2008, p. 115) also believes that smart power is “the capacity to combine elements of hard 
and soft power in ways that are mutually reinforcing”.19 Generally speaking, both soft power and 
hard power is needed for a country to become balance and has better opportunity to achieve their 
goal, but both power also depend on many factors like the capability of the nations, time 
consuming, duration and not to mention the cost that has to be prepared if want to maintain the 
powers strategy. As much as many countries try to balanced their hard power and soft power, 
China is among of those countries that still try hard until right now.  
 
China’s Soft Power 
On Central Foreign Affairs Leadership Group meeting that held on January 4, 2006, 
President of China at that time, Hu Jintao (Hu, 2006) stated that China’s international status is 
depend on both hard power and soft power and he also stressed that again (Hu, 2007) on report to 
the 17th Party Congress on October 2007 that China really need to build cultural soft power to 
completed their domestic need and to become more influential in international world.20 Since then 
the world also has become aware of China trying to build the increase their soft power capacity to 
greater level, according to Li Mingjiang (Li, 2009) many China’s strategists and scholars still 
thinking that China still need a long way to go to incorporate soft power into their strategic policy, 
one weakness about it is because China is still lagged behind in the term of soft power compare to 
its hard power but on the other hand, the strength of it is many scholars (Jiang, 2007) also believes 
                                                          
17 Nye, J. S. 2009. Get Smart: Combining Hard and Soft Power. Foreign Affairs. July.August 2009. 
18Nye, J. S. 2006. Smart Power: In Search of The Balance Between Hard and Soft Power. Democracy: A Journal of 
Ideas. Fall 2006. 
19Wilson, E. J., 2008. Hard Power, Soft Power, Smart Power. ANNALS of the American Academy of Political and 
Social Sciences, Issue 616, pp. 110-124. 
20 Hu Jintao, Report to the 17th Party Congress, October 15, 2007.   
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